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BOOK for invaluable services which nothing can dim. . . . Wo have got to
govern South Africa, and unless we attempt to find out what South
African opinion is and unless we are to a very considerable extent guided
by the opinion of South Africa, we may lose South Africa.1
At that, the Colonial Secretary read to the House of Commons
a long letter from Sir Gordon Sprigg, the Premier of Cape
Colony, entreating in the interests of British and Dutch that
the past greatness of Rhodes and his future potentialities for
good should be remembered and that he should not be trampled
or degraded. This worked strongly on the large preponderance
of the House.Towards the end Chamberlain declared that though
Imperial control must be asserted in several ways, "the Govern-
ment do not intend to abolish the Charter". On division the
Radical motion was rejected by 304 to 77.
This eulogy of Rhodes wakened ringing echoes on the Unionist
side. But it was heard with discomfort by many even there, and
with dismay by Harcourt and other Liberals hitherto scrupul-
ously considerate towards the Colonial Secretary. For once in
his life he had prejudiced himself by a mistake in his manner
of approaching an argument. The Committee had found Rhodes
guilty of "grave breaches of duty". If there be any personal
morality in politics, these were breaches of honour as of duty.
Chamberlain ought to have dwelt more on misdoing as well as
mistake. Then he could have urged with unanswerable weight,
according to the findings of the Committee, that the offence
was not rooted in mercenary dishonour; that it sprang from a
high dream, not from base avarice; that the services tarnished
were too great to be effaced. Since the Raid, Rhodes unarmed
had overawed the Matabele rebellion.
Magnified then not only by every open enemy and other de-
tractor but by many honest persons more simply shocked, the
flaw in that consummate speech is to-day of small account.
Chamberlain's estimate has been vindicated by time. The name
of Rhodes is wide on the map; Oxford accepts his stately
foundation; no one in South Africa desires to reject his bequests
or erase his memorials; his grave in the silence of the Matoppos
has a reconciling grandeur. The Dutch recognise his lights and
1 July 27,1897, Hansard, Fourth Series, vol. li. col. 1172.